
 

 

WELCOME PACKAGE  
FOR  

OUTREACH EVENTS 

2023-2025 



 

 



 

 

Together with the Fondation pour la Recherche Stratégique, it is my 
honour to invite you to the Hague Code of Conduct (HCoC) out-
reach events for the period 2023-2025.  

The development, tests or use of ballistic missiles have often 
been a destabilising factor in international relations.  

The HCoC remains the most effective international political tool 
aiming to prevent ballistic missile proliferation and increasing 
transparency and confidence building for the benefit of its Sub-
scribers. By subscribing to the HCoC, even States not possessing 
missile capabilities demonstrate their commitment to non-
proliferation. Therefore, the full implementation of the Code by 
all Subscribers, as well as its universalisation, remain important. 
144 countries have so far subscribed to the HCoC, Somalia and 
São Tomé and Príncipe being the most recent Subscribers.  

Through its Council Decision (CFSP) 2023/124, adopted in Jan-
uary 2023, the European Union provides continued financial 
support to the HCoC with the amount of approximately 1 mil-
lion euros until 2025 in the form of outreach activities, expert 
meetings, and regional awareness sessions. 

 

 

Amb. Marjolijn van Deelen 

EU Special Envoy for Disarmament and Non-Proliferation 



 

 

WHAT IS THE HAGUE CODE OF CONDUCT? 

The Code aims at promoting transparency of missile policy and stockpiles. Subscribing States 

commit themselves to exercising maximum possible restraint in the development, testing, 

and deployment of ballistic missiles capable of delivering weapons of mass destruction 

(WMD). States undertake to file an annual declaration of ballistic missile policies and to submit 

pre-launch notifications. The HCoC does not prohibit States from possessing ballistic missiles, 

nor from benefitting from the peaceful uses of outer space. Additionally, the Code does not call 

for the destruction of any missiles. Rather, the essential aim of the Code is to build confidence 

and transparency. 

The HCoC is open to all States, which can join by sending a diplomatic note to the Immediate 

Central Contact for the HCoC, the Austrian Federal Ministry for Europe, Integration and Foreign 

Affairs. 

The Hague Code of Conduct against 

Ballistic Missile Proliferation (HCoC) 

aims to bolster efforts to curb and to dis-

courage ballistic missile proliferation 

worldwide. The HCoC consists of a set 

of general principles, modest commit-

ments, and limited confidence-building 

measures, regarding ballistic and space-

vehicle policies. It intends to supplement 

and not to replace the Missile Techno-

logy Control Regime (MTCR), and is ad-

ministered collectively by all Subscribing 

States. 

ABOUT  THE  HCOC 

A CONFIDENCE -BUILDING  MECHANISM  



 

 

? GENESIS OF THE CODE 

The HCoC is the result of international communityõs coordinated efforts to curb ballistic missile pro-

liferation. The Code, signed in the Hague on 25 November 2002, is still today the only multilateral 

instrument which deals specifically with ballistic missiles. Since its signature, the number of Sub-

scribing States to the Code has increased from 93 to 145. The HCoC complements the important, on-

going work of the MTCR. All States, whether members of the MTCR or not, are encouraged to join 

the HCoC, which reflects the Subscribing Statesõ commitment to the universalisation of the Code.  

GROWING  MOMENTUM  



 

 

WHAT  ARE THE  MAIN  OBJECTIVES OF THE  HCOC?  

ôThe Hague Code of Con-

duct against Ballistic Missile 

Proliferation (HCoC) makes 

an irreplaceable contribu-

tion to the non -proliferation 

architecture. As Chair, the 

main objectives are to con-

tinue the universalization 

efforts, as well as to pro-

mote the Codeõs implemen-

tation. The 20th anniversary 

of the Code is a perfect op-

portunity to renew the sense 

of common purpose as dur-

ing its adoption. The HCoC 

should  not be seen merely 

as a Code, but as a com-

munity.õ 

Amb. Gustavo Ainchil.  

HCoC Chair 2021 -2022. 

§ BALLISTIC  NON -PROLIFERATION : Subscri-

bing States acknowledge the need to prevent and 

curb the proliferation of ballistic missile systems ca-

pable of delivering WMD.  

§ ARMS CONTROL : The Code highlights the im-

portance of strengthening, and gaining wider adhe-

rence to, multilateral disarmament and non-

proliferation mechanisms. 

§ CONFIDENCE : The Code stresses that adherence 

to, and full compliance with, international arms con-

trol, disarmament and non-proliferation norms help 

build confidence as for the peaceful intention of 

States.   

§ PEACEFUL  PURPOSES:  The Code specifies that 

States should not be excluded from using the bene-

fits of outer space for peaceful purposes, but that, in 

reaping such benefits and in conducting related co-

operation, they must not contribute to the prolifera-

tion of ballistic missiles capable of delivering WMD.  

KEY GOALS OF THE  HCOC 



 

 

To curb and prevent the proliferation of ballistic missiles capable of 

delivering WMD. 

To exercise maximum possible restraint in the development, testing 

and deployment of ballistic missiles.   

To exercise the necessary vigilance in the consideration of assistance 

to Space Launch Vehicle (SLV) programmes in any other country.  

Not to contribute to, support or assist any ballistic missiles pro-

gramme in countries which might be developing or acquiring WMD in 

contravention of international disarmament and non-proliferation trea-

ties.  

The Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of States in the Ex-

ploration and Use of Outer Space, including the Moon and Other 

Celestial Bodies (1967). 

The Convention on International Liability for Damage Caused by 

Space Objects (1972). 

The Convention on Registration of Objects Launched into Outer 

Space (1975). 

To provide pre-launch notifications on ballistic missiles and SLV 

launches and test flights. 

To submit an annual declaration of their policies on ballistic missiles 

and SLVs, including annual information regarding the number and ge-

neric class of ballistic missiles and SLVs launched during the preceding 

year.  

To consider, on a voluntary basis, inviting international observers to 

land (test-) launch sites.  

Transparency 

measures  

Texts to ratify, 

accede to or 

abide by 

Core principles 

and 

commitments 

FEW OBLIGATIONS , INCREASED  TRANSPARENCY 



 

 

A BROAD ENDORSEMENT  BY THE  INTERNATIONAL  COMMUNITY  

MAP OF SUBSCRIBING  STATES  

List of Subscribing States as of 2024: Afghanistan, Albania, Andorra, Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Armenia, Austra-,  
Cameroon, Canada, Cabo Verde, Central African Republic, Chad, Chile, Colombia, Comoros, Congo, Cook Islands,  rial 
Guinea, Eritrea, Estonia, Ethiopia, Fiji, Finland, France, Gabon, Gambia, Georgia, Germany, Ghana, Greece, Guatema- 
-dan, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Kiribati, Latvia, Lesotho, Liberia, Libya, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Madagascar,    
-negro, Morocco, Mozambique, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, North Macedonia, Norway, Pa-   
Moldova, Romania, Russian Federation, Rwanda, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Samoa, San      
South Africa, Spain, Suriname, Sweden, Switzerland, Tajikistan, Timor-Leste, Togo, Tonga, Tunisia, Turkey, Turkmeni      
United States of America, Uruguay, Uzbekistan, Vanuatu, Venezuela (Bolivian Republic of), Zambia. 

A code endorsed by 

the United Nations 

The HCoC is a multilateral code which 

was negotiated outside the United Na-

tions framework. However, the UN 

General Assembly (UNGA) has adopt-

ed seven resolutions in support of the 

HCoC. On 3 December 2004, the UN 

General Assembly adopted Resolution 

59/91, welcoming the adoption of the 

HCoC and calling on States that are 

yet to adhere to do so. The importance 

of the Code has since then been reaf-

firmed in seven UNGA resolutions. 

The latest UNGA resolution in sup-

port of the HCoC was adopted in De-

cember 2022 (A/RES/77/58) by a 

vote of 167 UN member States in fa-

vour. Subscribing States  



 

 

 

145  

ôThe HCoC is a consensual and (near) universal instrument. It is 

administered collectively by all 145 Subscribing States. It is a re-

flection of the widely -shared belief that õsoft lawõ and multila-

terism remain useful tools to curb WMD proliferation.õ 

    Dr Peter van Ham, Clingendael Institute  

THE NUMBER OF STATES THAT 

HAVE SUBSCRIBED TO THE HCOC 

 -lia, Austria, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Belgium, Benin, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cambodia,  
Costa Rica, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Dominica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Equato-
la, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Haiti, Holy See, Honduras, Hungary, Iceland, India, Iraq, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Jor, 
Malawi, Maldives, Mali, Malta, Marshall Islands, Mauritania, Micronesia (Federated States of), Monaco, Mongolia, Monte-   
lau, Panama, Papua New Guinea, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Qatar, Republic of Korea, Republic of         
Marino, São Tomé and Príncipe, Senegal, Serbia, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, Singapore, Slovakia, Slovenia, Somalia,       
stan, Tuvalu, Uganda, Ukraine, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United Republic of Tanzania,  



 

 

By joining the HCoC, a Subscribing State obtains sub-

stantial political benefits and leverage i.e. by sending 

a strong political signal of the Stateõs commitment to 

strengthen international and regional peace and security, 

especially in light of ongoing proliferation crises. Sub-

scription to the Code also sends a clear message in sup-

port of the peaceful use of the outer space and for the 

non-destabilising nature of ballistic programmes. Thus, 

it helps to avoid misunderstandings among neighbour-

ing States over intentions via pre-launch notifications. 

Subscribing to the Code does not hamper the deve-

lopment of space and ballistic missile programmes 

in accordance with international obligations on WMD 

non-proliferation.  

Subscribing to and implementing the measures of the 

Code are extremely easy, cost-free, and do not in-

volve any major constraints. The Code does not entail 

any legally binding measures; it is voluntary and imple-

mented in good faith.  

3 BENEFITS  OF SUBSCRIBING 

§ RESPONSIBILITY : Displays a 

strong commitment to interna-

tional peace and security. 

§ NO CONSTRAINT : Does not 

adversely affect any future deci-

sion to develop space or ballistic 

programmes, in accordance with 

all international obligations, re-

garding WMD non-proliferation. 

§ TRANSPARENCY: Provides in-

formation about the activities and 

programmes of other Subscribing 

States, within and outside a Sub-

scribing Stateõs region, in full 

transparency and confidence.  

A COMMITMENT  TO INTERNATIONAL  SECURITY  

WHY  JOIN  THE  HCOC ? 



 

 

PRACTICAL  MATTERS 

The HCoC is open to all States on a voluntary basis. 

Austria acts as the Immediate Central Contact (ICC) and 

Executive Secretariat for the HCoC. In order to sub-

scribe to the Code, interested countries should send a 

diplomatic note to the Austrian Federal Ministry for 

Europe, Integration and Foreign Affairs. 

The ICC is at your disposal for any information on 

the Code and its implementation measures. 

H OW TO SUBSCRIBE TO THE  HCOC?  

To contact the ICC: 

hcoc@bmeia.gv.at 

No significant administrative or 

financial resources are required to 

fulfil the limited commitments 

arising from the Code.  

 

For States without ballistic missile 

programmes, the annual declara-

tions are easy to complete and on-

ly require the submission of a 

standard form once per year.  

 

For States with ballistic missile 

programmes, meeting the require-

ments only involves a very limited 

amount of time. 

 

The HCoC does not require a fi-

nancial contribution and thus sub-

scribing to it entails no cost. 

ôThe HCoC is an exam-

ple of how ôsoft lawõ can 

be respected and can 

play a concrete role in 

the international security 

context.õ  

Dr Xavier Pasco, Director, Fondation 

pour la Recherche Stratégique  



 

 

This publication has been produced with the assistance of the European Union. The contents of this publication are the sole res-
ponsibility of the Fondation pour la Recherche Stratégique and can in no way be taken to reflect the views of the European Union. 

The European Union is composed of 27 Member States, which have decided to gradually link together their know-how, resources 
and destinies. Together, during a period of 60 years of advancement, they have built a zone of stability, democracy and sustainable 
development whilst maintaining cultural diversity, tolerance and individual freedoms. The European Union is committed to sharing 
its achievements and its values with countries and peoples beyond its borders. 

 

Immediate Central Contact               

Austrian Federal Ministry for Europe, Integration and Foreign Affairs    

Department of Disarmament, Arms Control and Non-Proliferation        

Minoritenplatz 8                 

1014 Vienna, Austria                 

hcoc@bmeia.gv.at 

Fondation pour la Recherche Stratégique                 

55 Rue Raspail                           

92300 Levallois/Paris, France                                                         

www.frstrategie.org 

@FRS_org 

USEFUL CONTACTS 

European External Action Service (EEAS)      

EEAS Building, Rond-Point Schuman 9A             

1040 Brussels, Belgium           

https://eeas.europa.eu 

@eu_eeas 

USEFUL LINKS  

www.hcoc.at  

 

 

www.nonproliferation.eu/hcoc 

 

This project is funded 

by the European Union 

A project implemented by the Fondation 

pour la Recherche Stratégique 

@MFA_Austria 

@HCoC_EUProject 


