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Strikes’, Breaking Defense, 30 March 20217, Says Iran’s Missile and Drone Attack Largely Thwarted,
https://breakingdefense.com/2021/03/saudi-air-defense- with “Very Little Damage” Caused’, CBS News, 14 April
stops-most-houthi-strikes/ 2024, https.//www.cbsnews.com/news/iran-launches

47 Shaan Shaikh, "Yemen Conflict Update: june 16- drone-attack-toward-israel-idf-says/

September 167, Missile Threat, 17 September 2020, °! Steve Fetter and David Wright, ‘Can the Iron Dome Be
https.//missilethreat.csis.org/yemen-conflict-update-june Transmuted into a Golden Dome?’, The Washington
16-september-16/ Quarterly, vol. 48, no. 2, 2025, pp. 95-114.

“Israel Says Iran Launched More Than 300 Drones and %2 Michael Knights and Elizabeth Dent, ‘Israel’s Missile
Missiles, 99% of Which Were Intercepted’, Associated Defense Performance: Views from the Gulf’, The

Press, 13 April 2024, https://apnews.com/article/strait-of- Washington Institute, 77 October 2024,
hormuz-vessel-33fcffde2d867380e98c8940377/6a8ac https.//www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy:

% Urban Coningham, ‘Pulling Punches: Iran’s Failed analysis/israels-missile-defense-performance-views-gulf
Offensive Against Israel’, Commentary, RUSI, 15 April In general, missiles are not intercepted if they do not
2024, https.//www.rusi.org/explore-our- represent an actual threat. Some analysts have supposed
research/publications/commentary/pulling-punches-irans- that some hardened military targets may have been less
failed-offensive-against-israel defended than non-hardened civilian or military targets.
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Date Type Target Result Casualties Sources
13/06 | Around 150 Tel Aviv area Partially Around 60 https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/idéstimatesthat-iran-has
missiles successful | people injured | fired-150missilesat-israetin-two-barrages/
14/06 | Around 75 Haifa Partially Several dead, | https://www.timesofisrael.com/threekilled-near-haifa-as-iranian-missile
missiles successful | injured barrage-targets-northern-israel/
15/06 | Around 90 Haifa and Tel Partially Killed, injured | https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/iranpdate-speciat
missiles Avivarea successful report-june-152025morning-edition
16/06 | Around 40 Haifa Paver Partially Killed, injured | https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/iranpdate-speciat
missiles Plant, Tel Aviv | successful report-june-16-2025morning-edition
area
16/06 | 10z12 missiles Haifa area Failure None https://www.understandingwar.org/backgroundéran-update-speciat
report-june-16-2025eveningedition
17/06 | Around 50 Unknown Unknown Unknown https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/iranpdate-speciat
missiles report-june-17-2025morning-edition
18/06 | 30 missiles Unknown Failure None https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/iranpdate-speciat
report-june-18-2025morning-edition
18/06 | One Syjjil Unknown Failure None https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/iranpdate-speciat
report-june-18-2025-eveningedition
18/06 | 4 missiles Central Israel Failure None https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/iranpdate-speciat
report-june-19-2025morning-edition
19/06 | Around 30 Beersheba, Tel | Partially Around 20 https://www.understandingvar.org/backgrounder/irarupdate-speciat
missiles Aviv, Azor successful | people injured | report-june-19-2025morning-edition
19/06 | Around 15 Northern Israel | Failure None https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/iranpdate-speciat
Khorramshahr report-june-19-2025-eveningedition
20/06 | Around 25 Haifa, Beesheba | Partially Damages https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/iranpdate-speciat
missiles successful report-june-20-2025-eveningedition
21/06 | 5 missiles Central Israel Failure None https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/iranpdate-speciat
report-june-21-2025morning-edition
22/06 | Around 30 Haifa and Tel Partially Several injured| https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/iranpdate-speciat
missiles Avivarea successful report-june-22-2025morning-edition
23/06 | 6 or 7 mésiles Ashdod and Partially Damages https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/iranpdate-speciat
Safed successful report-june-23-2025morning-edition
23/06 | 14 missiles Al Udeid Air Failure None https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrowter/iran-update-speciat
Base, Qatar report-june-23-2025eveningedition
24/06 | 8 missiles Beersheba, Tel | Partially 4 killed, injured| https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/iranpdate-speciat
Aviv area successful report-june-24-2025morning-edition
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ustion-and-inflection-estimating-interceptor-
expenditures-in-the-israel-iran-conflict,
>4 Ibid®

3 Sam Lair, 'Exhaustion and Inflection: Estimating
Interceptor Expenditures in the Israel-Iran Conflict
[UPDATED]’, Arms Control Wonk, 24 June 2025,
https://www.armscontrolwonk.com/archive/1220527 /exha
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5 Benjamin Jensen and Yasir Atalan, ‘Assessing Russian balance/2025/02/ukraines-ground-based-air-defence
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https.//fwww.csis.org/analysis/assessing-russian-firepower- 7 lan Williams, 'Putin’s Missile War: Russia’s Strike
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their interception. ‘Russia Upgrades Iskander-M Missiles, sman-14627.html

Making Them Harder to Intercept — Ukrainian Air Force
Spokesman’, Defense Express, 25 May 2025,
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Technical definitions and categorisation of missile defence systems

Missile defence systems are traditionally divided into three categories: strategic, theatre,
and point defence. These categories are partly normative and partly empirical. The ABM
Treaty defines a strategic system as a system whose interceptor has a velocity greater than
3 km/s and is capable of engaging a target with a velocity greater than 5 km/s and a range
greater than 3,500 km. In 1997, Russia and the United States agreed that the interceptor
speed must be greater than 5.5 km/s for a ground-based system and 4.5 km/s for a naval
system. Below these characteristics, a missile defence system was defined as non-strategic.
The abandonment of the ABM Treaty rendered these specifications obsolete, but they still
provide a useful technical reference.

The interceptor speeds defined as ‘strategic’ by the ABM Treaty can only be achieved by
exo-atmospheric vehicles, which explains why the latter are generally associated with
strategic interception. In fact, exo-atmospheric interception can occur against missiles
flying at speeds well below 5.5 km/s, provided that the exo-atmospheric phase of the missile
is long enough to allow interception.

A theatre interceptor is generally defined as capable of intercepting MRBM and IRBM
targets with velocities below 6 km/s. The interceptor is defined as ‘theatre’ because its
intercept footprint is sufficient to cover relatively large geographical areas of up to
thousands of square kilometres. Theatre missile defence generally relies on exo-atmospheric
systems, with the exception of the American THAAD, which can operate in the lower exo-
atmosphere but also in the upper endo-atmosphere.

Point defences, which only cover restricted areas, are associated with terminal defences in
the lower endo-atmosphere. These are generally interceptors designed to engage SRBMs
and MRBMs, with current interceptors capable of engaging targets up to 1,300 km away at a
speed of 3.2 km/s. However, some point defence systems can also be used to intercept
strategic missiles. The Russian 53T6 Gazelle interceptor, part of Moscow’s ABM belt, is
designed to intercept an ICBM at an altitude of less than 50 km at an estimated speed of 4
km/s.

The fluidity of this categorisation is also reflected in the concept of strategic interception
or strike, which is essentially linked to the range of a missile in cases where the strike is
carried out between countries that are very far apart. In specific regions, other definitions
may be considered. The MTCR, which was originally based on threats identified in the
Middle East, specifically the SS-1c (Scud), defines ‘strategic’ range as 300 km, with a missile
speed of 1.5 km/s. A relatively slow interceptor, with a speed of 1.3 km/s, is capable of dealing
with this type of target. In limited-scale theatres of operation, non-strategic interceptors
therefore have strategic functions. The Iron Dome system, designed to intercept very short-
range, low-speed targets, is an excellent illustration of this, and its deployment has had a
considerable impact on Israeli security policy.

Moreover, with the evolution of technology, interceptors defined as non-strategic are
gradually acquiring strategic specifications according to the old categorisation of the ABM
Treaty. While in the 1990s a PAC-2 missile could only intercept a Scud with difficulty, a PAC-
3 MSlis capable of successfully intercepting a missile with a range of over 1,000 km. Although
the specifications of both the interceptor and its target are still well below the Treaty limits,
the SM-3 Block IIA, defined as a theatre interceptor system, is capable, under specific
conditions, of intercepting an ICBM travelling at speeds of between 6 and 7 km/s. In
addition, the reduction in the number of components now makes it possible to design small,
mobile systems similar to point defence systems but with specifications close to those of a
strategic interceptor, such as the Israeli Arrow 3.

These developments make it difficult to characterise an interceptor for regulatory purposes,
especially as the evolution of conventional strike systems, which in this particular case is
reflected in increased range and speed, requires a parallel evolution of interceptors, tending
to give them strategic characteristics by default, even though their main mission is
conventional defence. The most enduring characteristic remains the interception domain
(endo- or exo-atmospheric), even if the development of hypersonic weapons is making
atmospheric interception increasingly strategic.
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ABOUT THE HAGUE CODE
OF CONDUCT

HCa&C

SUPPORTING

The Hague Code of Conduct

The objective of the HCoC is to prevent and curb the proliferation of ballistic missile
systems capable of delivering weapons of mass destruction and related technologies.
Although non-binding, the Code is the only universal instrument addressing this issue
today. A multilateral instrument of a political nature, it proposes a set of transparency and
confidence-building measures. Subscribing states commit not to proliferate ballistic
missiles and to exercise the maximum degree of restraint possible regarding the
development, testing, and deployment of these systems.

The Fondation pour la Recherche Stratégique, with the support of the Council of the
European Union, has been implementing activities that aim at promoting the " .
implementation of the Code, contributing to its universal subscription, and offering a | s projectis funded
platform for discussions on how to further enhance multilateral efforts against missile by the European Union
proliferation.
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