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The thirteenth EU Non-Proliferation and Disarmament Conference (EUNPDC) was held on 12 and 13 November 2024 in a hybrid format at The Hotel in Brussels (Belgium). The Conference was organised by the Istituto Affari Internazionali (IAI) on behalf of the EU Network of Independent Non-Proliferation and Disarmament Think Tanks, gathering experts on non-proliferation, disarmament, arms control and conventional weapons from public institutions, governments, international organisations, independent think tanks, and civil society. Over 600 experts from more than 60 countries – EU members, associated states, and third countries – attended the conference in person and online. 
The EU Non-Proliferation and Disarmament Conference is one of the flagship events of the European Network of Independent Non-Proliferation and Disarmament Think Tanks. The Network was established in July 2010 by the Council of the European Union to support the implementation of the EU Strategy Against the Proliferation of Weapons of Mass Destruction. The Network, which also focuses on the implementation of the EU Strategy Against Illicit Firearms, Small Arms & Light Weapons & Their Ammunition, brings together more than 110 research entities and is coordinated by a Consortium of six institutes: the Fondation pour la Recherche Stratégique (FRS), the International Institute for Strategic Studies (IISS), the Istituto Affari Internazionali (IAI), the Peace Research Institute Frankfurt (HSFK - PRIF), the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI), and the Vienna Center for Disarmament and Non-Proliferation (VCDNP). 
Since 2012, the Annual Conference has been one of the key non-proliferation and disarmament meetings in the world. It has contributed to promoting strategic discussion on measures to combat the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction (WMD) and their delivery systems, as well as to address challenges related to conventional weapons, including their illicit trade and the excessive accumulation of small arms and light weapons (SALW) and their ammunition. The 2024 edition addressed numerous topics of central importance for the work of the EU, notably the European External Action Service (EEAS), as well as several pressing arms control, non-proliferation, and disarmament issues.
The conference was divided into five plenary sessions, six parallel sessions, and two keynote speeches, which discussed a variety of issues, such as the multilateral arms control architecture; chemical disarmament; non-proliferation and disarmament in the Asia-Pacific; arms control in outer space; WMD proliferation in the Middle East; challenges to conventional arms control; emerging technologies and arms control; the future of biological weapons; the war in Ukraine; the future of non-proliferation and disarmament; and the challenges for the future NPT RevCon.
[bookmark: _Hlk124174947]The participants were welcomed by Ettore Greco, Executive Vice President of the Istituto Affari Internazionali. Greco began his remarks by noting that key components of the arms control architecture have proven resilient and, to some degree, also capable of adjusting to new challenges. He remarked, however, that the repeated setbacks in critical arms control areas have created dangerous gaps that risk becoming even wider. There is a sense of urgency, in particular, regarding nuclear risks. Given the poor prospects for reviving nuclear disarmament talks in the short term, demand is growing for confidence-building measures that can ensure greater transparency and openness. The deteriorating nuclear order has also had a heavily negative impact on the non-proliferation regime, which is based on a delicate balance of obligations. This requires, he emphasized, that experts and scholars engage in a fresh strategic debate to identify new avenues to, on the one hand, consolidate existing agreements, and on the other, promote a renewed nuclear dialogue. 
The Conference was opened by Benedikta von Seherr-Thoss, Managing Director for Peace, Security and Defence at the European External Action Service (EEAS), who highlighted the worsening international security environment since Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. She emphasized that arms control commitments had suffered several setbacks, including Russia’s withdrawal from key treaties and its refusal to collaborate on a successor framework to New START. Grave concerns also remain over North Korea’s expanding nuclear arsenal, Iran’s advancing nuclear activities, and the resulting risks of proliferation and arms races. She also addressed the current challenges to the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty and the emerging dangers of chemical weapons use, particularly in Syria and Ukraine. There has been progress in areas such as the Anti-Personnel Mine Ban Convention, but growing risks are associated with emerging technologies, artificial intelligence, and space-based weapons. Von Seherr-Thoss stressed the need to strengthen the non-proliferation and disarmament framework through inclusive multilateralism to address these global threats. She emphasized the EU’s support for these efforts through concrete projects funded within the context of its Common Foreign and Security Policy. Despite this grim outlook, she reaffirmed the EU’s commitment to effective, step-by-step multilateralism and called for unity in defending the global order against the ambitions of expansionist powers.
[bookmark: _Hlk124174979]Petr Jelínek, Deputy Head of Unit for CFSP Operations and Election Observation at the European Commission, emphasized that the international rules-based order and multilateralism have long been under unprecedented pressure, which has been exacerbated by Russia's military aggression against Ukraine. This has impacted the multilateral frameworks supporting non-proliferation. Despite these challenges, the EU remains firmly committed to non-proliferation and disarmament, values deeply embedded in its ethos. To support these efforts, the EU allocates €13 million annually to fund 30 initiatives targeting weapons of mass destruction and small arms proliferation. Recent projects include support for the Biological Weapons Convention via the UN Office for Disarmament Affairs, new initiatives under the Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons, and nuclear security actions through the International Atomic Energy Agency. Additionally, the EU plans new actions addressing small arms proliferation in Eastern Europe and Ukraine. Jelínek highlighted the significant role of the Annual EU Non-Proliferation and Disarmament Conference in advancing expertise, dialogue, and innovation critical for navigating the complex non-proliferation landscape. He underscored the shared responsibility of participants to foster a safer, more stable world through collaboration in non-proliferation and disarmament efforts, urging reflection on these collective obligations.
Stephan Klement, Special Envoy for Non-Proliferation and Disarmament at the EEAS, began his address by posing critical questions: Where does the world stand? What are the potentials and opportunities? He acknowledged the challenging times, marked by Russia’s ongoing war of aggression and a complete deadlock in multilateral arms control efforts. Klement highlighted concerning trends, including the modernization of nuclear arsenals, the development of more sophisticated weapons, and the growing role of artificial intelligence in military contexts. He also noted the emergence of new types of missiles, mentioning their use in the Gaza conflict as an example of evolving threats. These developments underscore the urgency for a renewed focus on global non-proliferation and disarmament initiatives.
[bookmark: _Hlk124175029]The Director-General of the Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons, Fernando Arias, highlighted in his speech the importance of addressing current challenges amidst rising geopolitical tensions, such as the conflicts in Gaza and Ukraine. He emphasized the OPCW’s achievements, including the complete destruction of declared chemical weapons stockpiles in 2023, but warned of continuing threats, including the risk of re-emergence of chemical weapons and violations of the Chemical Weapons Convention (CWC) in recent conflicts. Arias pointed to advances such as the Chemistry and Technology Centre inaugurated in 2023 and the proactive focus on emerging technologies, particularly artificial intelligence (AI). He noted AI’s potential to develop more dangerous chemical weapons, as well as its impact on automation, nanotechnologies, and autonomous deployment of chemical agents, which pose new security challenges. The OPCW continues to investigate the use of chemical weapons in Syria and manage the destruction of abandoned Japanese arsenals in China. It is also addressing allegations of chemical agent use in Ukraine. Arias urged the international community to strengthen cooperation and enhance resources to prevent future threats, expressed gratitude for the EU's continued support, and emphasized the OPCW's relevance as a key instrument for global peace and security.
In her address to the Conference, the UN High Representative for Disarmament Affairs, Izumi Nakamitsu, emphasized the deteriorating global security environment marked by rising military spending, geopolitical tensions, and challenges to multilateralism. She highlighted the risks of nuclear arms races and testing, urging reinforcement of treaties like the NPT and CTBT. Nakamitsu also stressed the need to address biological threats, consider the impact of emerging technologies such as AI, and intensify humanitarian disarmament efforts. She concluded by praising the EU’s commitment to multilateral disarmament and called for collaboration to mitigate escalating global threats.
In her concluding remarks, Sibylle Bauer, Chair of the EU Non-Proliferation and Disarmament Consortium, praised the conference's constructive discussions amidst global polarization. She pointed out the multi-faceted challenges that are undermining the international security environment, emphasizing the urgent need for collective action and a broader focus going beyond nuclear issues, including biological, chemical, and technological threats. Bauer highlighted the importance of intergenerational dialogue and the inspiring ideas that youth-focused events like the Consortium's Next Generation Workshop and Mentorship Program can offer. She called for innovative thinking, constant engagement, and open dialogue platforms to advance strategic discussions on shared global challenges.
The EU Non-Proliferation and Disarmament Conference proved, once again, to be a central event for the international discussion on the future of arms control, non-proliferation, and disarmament. It also contributed to reaffirming the strong EU commitment towards a rules-based global order and showed the increased awareness of EU non-proliferation and disarmament policies among government officials, academics, and civil society representatives of third countries. Moreover, the debate explored new ways and means of improving capacities in areas of the world with limited expertise in countering the threats stemming from SALW, WMD, and their means of delivery. Finally, as every year, the Conference served as a venue to highlight the role played by European think tanks specialised in non-proliferation and disarmament and the efforts undertaken by the EU Consortium to promote and coordinate their work. 

For more information and to watch the videos of the Conference, please visit the Consortium’s website: www.nonproliferation.eu 
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